ROUSSEAU  AND  HIS  CHILDREN    147

as a commercial traveller to a laee merchant, and
robbed Ms employer of the goods and money entrusted
to Mm.1 All these calumnies were circulated In much
the same way; and all, at the time, obtained the amount
of belief claimed by anonymous libels. It is important
to observe that the charge of having abandoned his
children was never brought against Jean Jacques by
those amongst his contemporaries who had been his
friends and intimate associates during the years when
these events, if they took place at all, must have
happened. Although these friends became afterwards
Jean Jacques' relentless enemies, and did their utmost
to spread other evil reports concerning him, this
particular evil report was not started by them; nor
even, when once started, did it receive their support.
The venomous little pamphlet, Le Sentiment des Citoyens,
published anonymously by Voltaire in 1765, contains
the only definite accusation ever brought against Rous-
seau in his lifetime of having committed this particular
crime. But Voltaire had no personal knowledge of the
facts of Jean Jacques' private life. The materials he
had worked up to sensational pitch in this libel must
have been derived from his recollections of the scandalous
gossip that had been confided to him in 1758, by
Madame d'Epinay and M. Melchior Grimm, when the
lady and her cavalier visited Geneva, fresh from the
interchange of bitter letters that had ended their Inter-
course with Rousseau.2 No doubt, In discussing the

1  Bacharanont's M&moires Secretes, July, 1766.    Unnecessary to
say that Rousseau never was a commercial traveller, that he never
was in Handers, and that the whole story is a gratuitous invention.

2  In 1758, and  before the publication of the Lettre a d'Alembert,
in which Housseau wrote against the establishment of a theatre at
Geneva, Voltaire's tone with Housseau  is friendly, if somewhat
condescending.    Even after the Lettre cb d'AZembert, Voltaire shows
no distinct animosity, until Bousseau, with his usual incapability of

. hiding or expressing in moderate terms some perhaps quite passing
fit of irritation, writes to Voltaire the imprudent letter of June 17,
1760, in which occur the words, " Vouz avez perdu Geneve pour leician then alive, had
